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In 1990, the Main Building  of the former Binghamton State Hospital was no 
longer used to house patients.  At that time a large room on the third floor had 

been converted into a museum to display artifacts from the State Hospital. 
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Following collapse of a portion  of the stone façade in 1993,  
the building was closed and has remained empty since that time.    



September 2012:  In preparation for rehabilitation of the building, all material 
was removed from the building for safe storage.  During that effort a 

collection of 5,300 photographic glass plate negatives was discovered. 











A door at the southeast corner of 
the museum opens to a small room 



The room is filled with a variety of 
artifacts and other items.  Sections 
of the ceiling have fallen,  covering 
everything with a thick layer of 
plaster dust. 





Underneath the debris are hundreds 
of glass plate negatives, some in boxes, 
some loose, some broken.  



A large cabinet contains 
several hundred additional 
glass plate negatives.   







There are over 5,300 glass plate negatives in the collection.  Most date 
from the early 1900’s.   Subject matter includes buildings and scenes of 

the State Hospital campus, important events, hospital staff and patients.  
 
 

All glass plate negatives have since been relocated to a climate-
controlled environment, cleaned, digitally scanned and packaged in 

archival sleeves and boxes. 



The following images are photographs taken of several back-lit, hand-
held glass plate negatives. In some cases, the glass plate portion of 

the photograph has been inverted to show a positive image. 
 

Images of individual patients are not included in this presentation. 



The Main Building 



The Main Building – negative inverted to show positive image 



East Hall, built 1885, demolished 1984 



Broadmoor Hall, built 1907 



Fountain and Landscaping as viewed from front entrance of the Main Building 



Original Asylum Power Plant on Susquehanna River, since demolished 



Farm Scene 



Greenhouse 



The Morgue, third from right. Other buildings since demolished 



Fire Department 



Power Plant Turbines 



State Hospital Trolley 



Photographer’s studio 



Photographer’s studio 



S t a f f  



Dr. Charles G. Wagner, Director 1892-1924 



Staff, front steps of Main Building 



Nursing Staff, front steps of Main Building 





Workers in Power Plant 



Hydrotherapy Aides 



P a t i e n t s  



P a t i e n t s  

It is very desirable to preserve with the records of cases treated in the 
hospital photographs of the individual patients.  With such photographs 
the value of the case histories would be greatly enhanced, and in many 
instances the pictures would convey a better idea of the patient’s actual 
condition than it would be possible to gain from a written description.  The 
modern dry plate methods of photography are so simple that they are 
easily managed and involve but little expense.  The sum we should require 
to purchase the apparatus necessary would be $300.v 
 

Excerpt from Fourteenth Annual Report of the Trustees of the Binghamton State Hospital 
For the Year Ending September 30, 1892 



P a t i e n t s  

Images of patients are not included in this presentation. 



T h e  P h o t o g r a p h e r  



In 1986 a small album filled with prints originally made from these glass plate negatives, was donated to 
the State Hospital by the grand-daughter of the photographer. A photo of the photographer was included. 
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